INTRODUCTION
GREGORY THE GREAT concludes the series of the classical teachers of the Western Church. With him the patristic age comes to an end, and the era of mediaeval Catholicism begins. He is the link which unites the dogmatic theology of Tertullian, Ambrose, and Augustine with the Scholastic speculation of the Middle Ages. He connects the Graeco-Eoman with the Eomano-Germanic type of Christianity. On the one hand, Gregory is the last of the great Latin Fathers. In his work the doctrinal development of the West is summed up. Out of the mass of current religious ideas and dogmatic conceptions, he selects and fixes such as seem to him to represent most accurately Catholic truth, or to be best adapted for the education of the new, half-civilized nations. And these ideas he simplifies as far as possible, casts them into sharp, clear forms, and so transmits them to the succeeding centuries. On the other hand, Gregory is the first representative of mediaeval Scholasticism. He indicates lines along which subsequent speculation is to travel. He accentuates and develops doctrines which are afterwards to be considered of first-rate importance in the Church. He establishes norms which for centuries are hardly ever broken through. And in his teaching we have a remarkable anticipation both of the Catholicism of the Middle Ages and of the common Catholic system of the present day. It is true, no doubt, that both these latter schemes are ultimately based upon Augustine ; nevertheless, it is on Augustine modified, interpreted, and supplemented by Gregory the Great. Important as Gregory's work undoubtedly is, whether it be studied in connexion with that of earlier or of later thinkers, it yet does not strike us as the product of a master-mind. Gregory was a man of action, a great practical genius, and we must
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